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0405. 3rd Progress Report on the SCNZ Programme (Sep 
1998) 

1. COMMUNITY ORGANISATION 
The Gudibanda Programme has grown to cover 2,049 families in 50 villages with the addi-
tion of 13 new villages and 438 new families.  Regular CSU meetings and Mahila Meetings 
have started in all these villages. 
But the Sponsorship activities with the making of Case Histories and other benefits have so 
far been implemented in only 8 of these 13 new villages. 

1.1. Coverage as on 30 September 1998 
 Last Report This Report 

Number of Villages 37 50 

Normal Member Families 1,611 2,049 

Women Membership 240 (15%) 290 (14%) 

Coverage of Village Population 53% 59% 

 

Ethnic Composition of the Membership 

Member 
Families 

Percent in 
CSUs 

Caste Group Total Families Ethnic 
Coverage 

1,334 65% Scheduled Castes/Tribes 2,841 44% 

297 14% Middle Castes 725 34% 

418 21% Forward Castes 1,511 25% 

2,049 100%  5,077 37% 

 

1.2. Village Meetings 
The regularity of weekly CSU Meetings, Mahila Meetings and Cluster Meetings have picked. 
Area Field Workers and Mahila Trainers attend them regularly to discuss with the Coolies 
various socio-political issues that come up. 
296 families have been irregular in attending CSU and Mahila Meetings in their respective 
villages. Their membership has been kept as Suspended.  

1.3. Staffing 
In the third month of this reporting period, P. Anil was appointed as Field Assistant to co-
ordinate and monitor community organisation efforts at Gudibanda. His responsibilities also 
include the taking up of new villages and supporting the Area Field Workers and Mahila 
Trainers. 

1.4. Adult Literacy Programme (ALP) Classes 
There has been a marked improvement in the number of adults attending ALP Classes. 
Classes have helped promote a feeling of oneness and unity, and in fostering a rapport be-
tween the Staff and Members. In the last week of July we conducted ALP Tests for 1,076 
learners from 37 old villages. 91 fared quite well and 579 got through the test with not so 
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good marks. The remaining 406 could not write, but passed the reading test. In one village, 
tests could not be conducted.  

1.5. Training 
The Field Assistant, along with the Field Workers and Mahila Trainers, conducted a training 
programme for VLWs and VHWs in the last week of July. Topics taken up: 

! Stressed the need to take up issues and struggles to redress Coolie problems � i.e. em-
phasised that the Coolie Sangha was not a mere welfare delivery arrangement. 

! VHWs were asked to discuss issues like personal hygiene and broader aspects of com-
munity health and sanitation in the Mahila Meetings. 

! Explained the importance of contributing to the Hundis and building up a Sangha Fund. 
The practice of contributing 10% of their earnings began during this reporting period. 

! It was decided, after extensive discussions, that everyone would contribute 10% of edu-
cation benefits received (cost of books, uniforms, etc.) into their respective village 
Hundis. 

Besides, each and every Staff Meeting was used as a learning/teaching forum. 

1.6. Issues and Struggles 
1.6.1. MAJOR ISSUES 

! There was a constant friction between CSU Members of Somalapura village and the 
upper caste Reddys from nearby Lagumenahalli village as the latter had encroached 
upon the burial land of Somalapura and used it for cultivation. This problem was peti-
tioned to the Tahsildar and Village Accountant. These government officials paid a visit 
to burial site and finally allotted 2 acres of government waste land for burial purposes, 
bringing about  a peaceful settlement to the issue. 

! The government school teacher was irregular, not conducting classes at Gavikuntapalli 
village. Having realised the importance of education for their children, CSU Members 
were agitated. They appealed to the Block Educational Officer (BEO), but repeated 
pleas fell on deaf ears. Finally, they padlocked the school and demanded the immediate 
deployment of a new teacher and suspension of the present one. The BEO was forced to 
act. He suspended the old teacher and replaced him. The school at Gavikuntapalli has 
been running smoothly ever since. 

! The Ganganapalli CSU Meeting discussed the situation of 5 landless Coolies and sub-
mitted a petition to the Tahsildar in this regard. The Tahsildar allotted 7 acres of gov-
ernment waste land to these poor peasants. The CSU have applied for Title Deeds for 
the same. 

! 3 CSU Members in Yellodu CSU did not have ration cards. As their repeated request to 
the Village Accountant did not yield any results, the issue was petitioned to the Tahsil-
dar, who didn�t want to bypass his junior official. But he was finally forced to relent 
and issue the cards. 

! When Chikkathammanahalli CSU Member Gangappa�s daughter was sent home by her 
in-laws for not bringing sufficient dowry within a year of marriage, the Mahila Meeting 
summoned them and warned them of dire consequences in wake of their demands. The 
man relented after much persuasion and threats and took his wife back to his village. 

! The Doddanancherla Milk Co-operative Society President and Secretary had embezzled 
nearly Rs 16,000 which was to have been paid to those who supplied milk every day. 
The CSU got wind of the matter and, through a resolution, removed both of them from 
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office. The CSUs of Doddanancherla and Kalvagaddapalli are presently running the 
Milk Co-operative Society jointly. The cast-out President and Secretary have filed a 
case against the CSUs but the Members are hopeful of winning in Court. 

1.6.2. MINOR ISSUES  
! The Yellodu CSU Members also discussed the issue of lack of toilets in the village 

which was causing a lot of hardship to the women, especially during the night. A peti-
tion in this regard was given to the GP officials who complied by constructing 3 public 
toilets in the village.  

! During the peak summer months of April and May due to irregular water supply, vil-
lagers of Chinnapalli and Somalapura were put to a lot of hardship. The problem was 
due to a faulty pumpset which, even after repeated pleas to the government officials for 
replacement had not been corrected. The Members realized that nothing would happen 
if they did not take matters in their own hands. The women decided to stage a protest in 
front of the Taluk Panchayat Office. Around 70 irked women other than the Sangha 
Members carrying empty pots joined the demonstration in front of the local governing 
body. The authorities replaced the faulty pumpset the very next day. 

! A poor widow Gangamma from Ganganapalli CSU was in such a pitiable state that she 
did not even have a proper roof over her head. The Mahila Meetings took up her case 
and succeeded in getting a Janatha House allotted to her from the Taluk Panchayat offi-
cials.  

! The only earning member of his family and a father to four daughters Venkatarayappa�s 
family was in dire straits as he was on the verge of death being afflicted by acute ane-
mia. They could not even afford his medical expenses. The Brahmanarahalli CSU con-
tributed Rs.500 voluntarily and requisition Aid Distress of Rs.2,000 from ADATS. 
Venkatarayappa was admitted to the CSI Hospital in Chickballapur Taluk. He is pres-
ently recovering. 

! The Community Worker of Maravapalli Cluster was assaulted by a political group op-
posing the formation of the Sangha in Benneparthi village. The Field Staff along with 
the rest of the 11 Community workers held a series of meetings with the active support 
of the Coolies who were insisting on a Sangha for their village in spite of opposition. 
We have succeeded in starting a Sangha and conducting a regular weekly Mahila and 
CSU Meetings in this village. 

2. CHILDREN�S PROGRAMME 

2.1. Child Strength 
2.1.1. POSITION AS ON 30 SEPTEMBER 1998 
 Linked Children Extra Children Total 

Boys 
   542   49%   683   59% 1,225  54% 

Girls    565   51%   465   41% 1,030  46% 

Total 1,107 100% 1,148 100% 2,255 100% 

 
During this academic year, 392 children from 45 villages have joined the 1st Std. and 30 more 
have re-joined school. Children have not been linked from 5 more villages even though Coo-
lie Sangha building activities have already started. 
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2.1.2. ADDITION OF 8 MORE VILLAGES 
Towards the end of September, 8 more villages were taken up. The criteria for taking up a 
new village now depends on the performance of its CSU for a duration of at least 3 months. 
Reviews are made in the fortnightly Staff Meetings and decisions regarding linkage of chil-
dren from that particular village are taken. This decision on the yardstick of a minimum 3 
months for a new CSU was adopted to overcome some problems we have encountered from 
errant families in the 37 villages. In some cases, the families had migrated, did not attend the 
weekly CSU Meetings, or the linked children did not live in the villages from which they 
were originally identified. As such 296 families are under suspension and of them 151 fami-
lies have linked children, causing serious problems. 
Each village selected 1 Balakendra Teacher. These new Balakendra Teachers were given 
training along with the older Teachers during the monthly sessions. 
2.1.3. ADDITIONAL CASE HISTORIES 
200 more Case Histories were sent to SCNZ during this reporting period. The number of 
linked children are now 1,107. Linkages of 18 children from 37 villages were cancelled. The 
reasons for cancelling were that 15 of them no longer lived in the villages they were origi-
nally linked from, and the unfortunate demise of 3 children. Annual individual reports on 925 
liked children were also sent to SCNZ. 

2.2. Class-wise Break-up as on 30 September 1998 

Village I II III IV V VI VII VIII IX X Total 
Somalapura 3 2 4 2 4 4 3 1 1 0 24 
Chinnapalli 9 6 9 10 7 7 6 2 2 0 58        
Karaganathammanahalli 10 4 9 8 6 5 2 3 3 0 50 
Brahmanarahalli 18 9 7 7 19 12 5 9 3 1 90 
Ullodu 6 4 12 6 4 4 4  5 0 1 46 
Ninchinabandapalli 5 5 3 2 7 6 5 6 0 1 40 
Chowtathimmanahalli 6 5 4 5 2 3 6 1 0 1 33 
Chikkathammanahalli 12 10 9 5 6 6 3 5 0 0 56 
Koppukatenahalli 5 2 0 1 0 0 3 0 1 0 12 
Sadashivanahalli 8 4 2 3 5 0 0 0 0 0 22 
Jayanthi Grama 6 2 10 5 2 6 4 0 0 0 35 
Singanapalli 4 3 3 3 3 2 2 1 0 0 21 
Yerralakkepalli 21 15 8 7 3 2 5 0 0 0 61 
Chinnappalli 27 13 4 8 2 3 1 2 0 0 60 
Ganganapalli 6 5 5 16 4 5 5 9 1 3 59 
Jambigemaradahalli 9 6 5 10 9 9 10 9 2 3 72 
Chintakayilapalli 6 5 3 5 3 1 4 2 2 1 32 
Doddanancherla 12 10 3 3 1 1 2 2 0 0 34 
Kalvagaddapalli 8 8 6 7 19 9 6 4 1 1 69 
Katepalli 6 0 6 7 4 7 1 3 1 0 35 
Chenduru 18 25 20 28 15 16 16 13 12 4 167 
Korepalli 14 6 6 4 10 14 9 6 2 2 73 
Dhumakuntapalli 6 9 3 3 7 7 6 3 3 3 50 
Gandhamnagepalli 1 4 6 2 5 9 2 3 1 0 33 
Maravapalli 2 1 2 3 4 1 4 0 3 0 20 
Obannagaripalli 3 1 2 5 2 1 0 1 1 1 17 
Adinarayanapalli 3 5 3 5 5 6 6 3 3 2 41  
Benneparthi 5 3 2 3 7 2 6 2 1 0 31 
Kadapalli 10 10 16 17 18 16 18 11 10 3 129 
Pulsanavoddu 2 3 2 3 1 2 1 0 1 0 15 
Gundlahalli 7 4 3 10 6 2 1 3 0 2 38 
Yerrapalli 5 6 4 6 9 12 6 3 1 1 53 
Gavikuntapalli 11 8 7 5 4 4 4 5 4 4 56 
Kondavulapalli 10 10 6 4 6 4 3 3 0 0 46 
Dapparthi 12 8 12 8 6 2 4 2 1 0 55 
Beechaganapalli 7 8 4 15 13 6 12 0 0 0 65 
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Lakkepalli 16 3 18 8 15 16 1 6 1 3 87 
Pasupaloddu 11 4 9 6 4 2 2 2 0 1 41 
Kondireddipalli 5 5 9 6 2 8 5 2 0 0 42 
Masapalli 6 6 3 3 4 2 4 2 0 0 30 
Upparahalli 12 3 5 4 6 3 2 1 0 0 36 
Yellodu 14 15 16 12 16 5 6 14 2 1 101 
Ambapura 7 5 3 6 4 4 1 1 1 0 32 
Kambalapalli 7 4 12 7 12 4 3 2 0 0 51 
Bulsandra 11 8 3 3 6 3 2 0 1 0 37 

Area Total: 392 282 288 296 297 243 201 152 65 39 2,255  

 

2.3. Objectives of the Balakendras 
During this reporting period, Balakendra Teachers were reminded that the Balakendras were 
more than just imparting supplementary education. 3 points were emphasised. 
2.3.1. CHILDHOOD  
That the Balakendras should provide an environment in which children live in freedom. They 
should be directed by trained Balakendra Teachers towards spontaneous, purposeful activi-
ties. Balakendra Teachers were trained in various topics like environment, day-to-day sci-
ence, art, physical education and various other activities that help children in finer muscle 
development, eye-hand co-ordination, development of concepts of size, shape and colour. 
Children are given the freedom to choose an activity corresponding to their capacity and pace 
of learning. The focus is on the children, their individual nature, needs and tasks they need to 
fulfil as a true member of society. Providing favourable conditions during this formative 
years thus acquires immense importance. 
2.3.2. GIRL CHILD 
That the prevailing gender bias in the society discriminates against the girl child right from 
her birth � in terms of poor nutrition, hard work, restrictions on freedom and personality de-
velopment, humiliations of all sorts, outright physical and sexual violence, perpetual insecu-
rity and fear, and denial of access of education and many other opportunities. Balakendra 
Teachers were trained to encourage the participation of girl child in elementary education, 
and improve upon high drop-out rates.  
2.3.2. CASTELESSNESS 
The agenda of the Coolie Sangha ensures that the practice of castelessness in the villages is 
systematically being propagated. And the members ensure that certain norms and conditions 
that are prevailing in the society are consciously being discussed and attacked. Balakendra 
Teachers during their training are being told about the BCS�s determination to foster a caste-
less Coolie Sangha and that no form of caste discrimination in the new Sanghas of Gudibanda 
will be tolerated.  The process of a caste-free Sangha may take time because caste discrimina-
tion is a deep rooted phenomenon and surfaces at the most unexpected times in the villages, 
especially during social functions, festivals and marriages. Through the implementation of 
certain community based programmes the Coolie Sanghas in the older areas of Bagepalli  
were able to snuff out this de-humanising practice. We hope to achieve the same in the vil-
lages of Gudibanda over the next few years. The Gudibanda villages have an added advan-
tage because of the Children�s Programme through which we are able to reach out to the en-
tire family and influence all family members. 
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2.4. Assessing individual Children 
Balakendra Teachers were also trained to observe each child keenly and prepare a case study, 
periodic records of physical development like height and weight, the child�s initiative and co-
operation, social interaction, emotional development is maintained and parents are enlight-
ened about them. Other than the CSU & Mahila Meetings, parents now have to meet every 
Sunday evenings in the Balakendra along with the Teacher and their children. We have found 
this very beneficial as parents� involvement in the Balakendra activities from time to time 
help them learn various inexpensive and innovative education techniques. Unlike adults, 
children through informal talks and other group activities, are easily capable of picking up 
much more. Balakendras serve as a means to an end and not an end in itself. 

2.5. Children not in school 
Government of India�s proposal to start non-formal education for children in the age group of 
6-14 through the National Council of Education Research and Training (NCERT) has been 
taken up in Malur taluk of Kolar district. We are disappointed that it was not taken up in 
Gudibanda as earlier expected. 
Initially, it was thought that children who had dropped out from school could be given the 
same study books as other children. But when we made a study of how much they could 
fathom, we were shocked to find that they had even forgotten their basics. Balakendra 
Teachers were given extra tasks to teach these and children who had never had any formal 
education in basics. 
A review was made after 2 months and it was decided to provide these children with non-
formal educational study material produced by the Government. The professors from Chick-
ballapur have initiated the Balakendra Teachers on the above said teaching material. These 
books were given to us free of cost by the Block Education Officer in Gudibanda. 
Non-formal Education (NFE) works in 4 semesters for 2 years. Once every 6 months children 
are evaluated and, depending on their achievement, they are given the next semester books. 
After 2 years, children of school-going age can either merge with the mainstream or face their 
examinations privately. A total of 23 dropout/never-attended-school children have taken up 
this course. We have provided Balakendra Teachers with Progress Cards to keep track of 
their development. 

2.6. Government Schools in Gudibanda 
The Coolie Sangha has put in special efforts towards improving the quality of education in 
their respective villages during these past 6 months. We made a survey of the schools in 
Gudibanda. Stated in brief below is a report on the study regarding the availability of classes 
in villages of Gudibanda Taluk with emphasis on the 37 old villages coming under the exten-
sion programme.  
 
Villages Schools 

 None Primary Middle High 

Somalapura �    

Chowtathimmanahalli �    

Chintakayilapalli �    

Pulsanavoddu �    

Kambalapalli �    

Obannagaripalli �    
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Jayanthi Grama �    

Chinnapalli  �   

Karaganathammanahalli  �   

Ninchinabandapalli  �   

Chikkathammanahalli  �   

Sadashivanahalli  �   

Singanapalli  �   

Yerralakkepalli  �   

Ganganapalli  �   

Korepalli  �   

Dhumakuntapalli  �   

Maravapalli  �   

Adinarayanapalli  �   

Gundlahalli  �   

Gavikuntapalli  �   

Kondavulapalli  �   

Pasupallodu  �   

Yellodu  � � � 

Somenahalli  � � � 

Hampasandra  � � � 

Beechaganapalli  � � � 

Ullodu  � �  

Koppukatepalli  � �  

Kalvagaddapalli  � �  

Chenduru  � �  

Katepalli  � �  

Kadapalli  � �  

Jambigemaradahalli  � �  

Doddanancherla  � �  

 
The criteria to begin a school in a particular village is the strength of children who are eligi-
ble to go to school in the age group of 6-14 years. If the number falls below this yardstick, 
children are the losers. The nearest primary school is at a distance of not more than a kilome-
ter from these respective villages. However, it is true that these villages do have the requisite 
strength as  predefined by the government and it may just be a matter of time before a gov-
ernment school begins to function in these villages. As the new government rules state, a 
primary school can now be started in a village which has a student strength as little as 10-15. 
According to the government regulations, each Government Lower Primary School (GLPS) 
should be situated at least at a minimum distance of 1.5 kms. from one another. It also states 
that a Government Higher Primary School (GHPS) should be within a radius of 4-5 kms. 
from each village.  
Though it may seem doubtful in its feasibility, the �education for all� perspective is necessary 
because the government has to oversee the educational framework of a mammoth number of 
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villages. For example, according to the government records, there are over 116 functioning 
schools  in Gudibanda Taluk alone. This includes Government Lower Primary Schools 
(GLP�s), Government Higher Primary Schools (GHP�s) and Government High Schools 
(GHS�s). These schools generally have 1-2 classrooms to cater to a strength of 40-45 students 
ranging from classes 1-4 and classes 5-7, all under one roof. With a total number of 247 gov-
ernment Teachers (according to the government records), the ratio is a little over 2 Teachers 
per school.  
Our survey shows us that Gudibanda taluk has barely 86 functioning schools � 56 GLPS�s, 24 
GHPS�s and 6 GHS�s. This is a very nominal figure indeed for over 11,000 children between 
the age of 6 to 16 years, and who constitute around 31% of the total population. Of these, 
only 8,714 have been enrolled in schools which means that 1 in every 5 children has either 
dropped out or has never been to school � the exact figures are unavailable. Around 51.6% of 
these school going children are in Primary Schools, 32.8% in Middle and 15.6% in High 
School.  
It is an accepted norm, especially in the villages, that the promotion of children studying in 
Primary School is based not on their academic performance but on their attendance. How-
ever, at the Middle School level more emphasis is given to their academic performance. Over 
the years this has resulted in an unprecedented upsurge in the percentage of drop outs be-
tween classes 5-7. It is crucial to note that of every 10 children who start school in class 1, 
only 4 manage to last till class 8. Another distressing factor is that the participation of the girl 
child in elementary education is very low.  
Although official statistics show that 95% of the villages have a school within a radius of 1 
km, the findings are vastly different. We find that of the Gudibanda schools that are in exis-
tence in official records, there are many, especially in remote inaccessible areas, which do not 
function. If there is a building, it is not in proper condition; if it functions, there might not be 
a teacher � the post might not have been sanctioned, or if sanctioned might not have been 
filled, or if filled the teacher might not have joined duty, or if joined the teacher might not be 
attending school for various reasons, or might not have the right motivation, training and 
competence to teach; or else, there may not be any infrastructure, teaching-learning material 
or a conducive learning environment. 
These figures show that government schools do not have the requisites to furnish each indi-
vidual student with proper attention relegating the individual child to the background. We 
recognise that education is a great tool of empowerment especially in the villages. As long as 
regard for individual capacity and productivity remains neglected, the process of education 
remains incomplete.  

2.7. Balakendra Building 
Balakendra sites were bought in 13 villages. Since the value of the sites exceeded our expec-
tation, Members from their respective CSUs had to contribute towards the purchase of these 
lands. This contribution is necessary as it gives them a sense of belonging and ownership. 
After a lot of CSU level discussions and consultations with a socially conscious architect, we 
finally decided on square buildings, 20 feet x 20 feet, with tiled roofs. Foundation for the 
Balakendras in about 8 villages has been completed and in 4 villages the walls of the Bala-
kendra has come up to the roof level. 
We have also to mention that we drilled upto 270 feet at the Gudibanda campus and were ex-
tremely lucky to strike a good water source in a region that is notorious for failed borewells. 
This borewell has been energised with a submersible pump and temporary electricity connec-
tion has been obtained. The campus has been fenced and the construction of a Prajakendra 
(meeting/training hall measuring 20feet x 40 feet), common Kitchen, Store Room and Over-
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head Water Tank is progressing very well and is expected to be completed by the end of this 
year.  

3. COOLIE WOMEN 

3.1. Mahila Meetings 
Our Mahila Trainers, citing reason why the women need to have their own forum, laid the 
foundation for beginning of Mahila Meetings in the rest of the 10 villages, among the 37 
older villages. The 13 newer villages have just begun children�s classes and CSU meetings. 
Though results have not been as expected, women seem to have come out and have started to 
discuss various matters relating to their daily lives. They have taken up the entire responsibil-
ity for implementing the Children�s Programme. Motivated  by their own plight, Coolie 
women in the Mahila Meetings are ensuring that their daughters get a proper education and 
are enrolling them in school. Though drop-out rate of children in the age group of 10 and 15 
has not reduced, precautions are being taken not to remove them from school for any reason, 
especially girl children. 
Issues like gender parity,  weddings without dowry, simple marriages, etc, have taken prime 
importance. Though the response to issues connected marriages have not been so positive, 
they are making an effort to come out of their religious beliefs and customs. It was suggested 
that marriages be conducted in the fortnightly staff meetings which would relieve families of 
wedding expenses. We would like to quote an example from Lakkepalli. 

! A young man aged 25 wished to marry a girl from Chickballapur taluk. Having lost her 
parents, the girl lived with her relatives who treated her like a servant. This young man 
from Lakkepalli, against his parents wishes, went ahead and married the girl. He had a 
registered marriage and it was conducted in the fortnightly staff meeting. Both are from 
different castes. 

Another incident in Pasupallodu: 
! An old man of 60 years wished to marry a young girl of 18, as his 1st wife had died. The 

Mahila Meeting got wind of this, raised a big hue and cry,  objected to the wedding and 
got the young girl married to a suitable boy of her own age. 

Mahila Meetings have empowered the women by taking stringent actions against drunken 
husbands and wife beating. Women were made aware that they should not waste their time in 
idle gossip, fights and brawls, but rather use their free time for constructive purposes. 

! In Jayanthi Grama, a small hamlet on the main high way, the men earn their living by 
selling salt. This means that they have to leave their families behind for days at a 
stretch. Women engage themselves in idle gossip and petty fights leading to dishar-
mony among themselves. After the initiation of Mahila Meeting in this village, women 
have started to use their spare time in selling fruits and vegetables to earn an additional 
income for their families as the income from salt selling is not very high. 

3.2 Vokkaku Sanchi Duddu (VSD) 
Vokkaku Sanchi Duddu (VSD) has started to play a major role in women�s lives. This petty 
cash has earned them respect. They no more have to beseech the land-lords or the Ryots for a 
paltry sum either for health, ration or when they have uninvited guests. 

! As just mentioned, in Jayanthi Grama, women are using VSD for petty trade in 
fruits/vegetables . They rotate it among themselves and return the borrowed amount af-
ter a week or fortnight. 
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3.3 Women�s Training 
Groups of 25-30 Coolie women � 4 active women and the VHW from each of 5-6 villages 
were given a 3 days training at the Bagepalli Training Centre on feminisation of poverty. Is-
sues like why women have been relegated a secondary place in society, and why women have 
to work all their lives, and whether this is the only fate they could look forward to, were dis-
cussed intensely. 2 such batches were trained, covering 10 villages during this reporting pe-
riod. 
At the end of the training each VHW was given a Vokkaku Sanchi Duddu grant of Rs 1,000. 
VHWs from the other 27 villages had a review meeting with Maggie Thomas for 2 days and 
their Vokkaku Sanchi Duddu grants were doubled from Rs 1,000 to Rs 2,000. 

3.4. Health  
We have come to notice various developments in aspects of health. Our concerted efforts dur-
ing the health check-ups have been to provide first line health care to the community through 
the VHWs. For this purpose the VHWs visit individual families in the villages in addition to 
participating in the CSU and Mahila Meetings. They have developed a good rapport with the 
villagers. Our objective is to improve health conditions at the first line level, especially with 
regard children, since children are the most exposed to contaminated drinking water and suf-
fer from problems like worm infection, scabies, vitamin deficiencies, improper personal hy-
giene etc. We have found that a constant monitoring of their health is essential.  
De-worming tablets are provided once a year. Anaemic children have been given multivita-
min capsules with iron substitutes. The good results that we have come across show the pro-
gress VHWs have made towards seeing an end of these problems. This is indeed a break-
through for our Health Programme. White spots on the faces and skin blemishes due to vita-
min deficiencies, especially among children, are also gradually disappearing. Children were 
advised about dental care, bathing and cleanliness. We are happy with the response.  
We came across Malaria, Typhoid and Gastro-enteritis cases in large numbers. Villagers were 
advised on environmental awareness, using of toilets, wearing chappals, the importance of 
cleaning drains, drying up water logged areas, using mosquito nets, drinking boiled water, 
etc. Due to a shortage of safe potable water in villages and lack of infrastructure, most of our 
advice does tend to fall on deaf ears. Even the age old problem of chewing betel leaves, nuts 
and use of tobacco in many forms still continues and has shown no signs of reducing. Yet our 
Mahila Trainer, ANM and the VHWs are being quite persuasive and constantly are advising 
the Members about mouth cancer, lung cancer, pestilences and other ill effects of tobacco.  
However, in direction of the well-being of the mother-child we are happy to note that the 
progress has been overwhelming. Ante-natal, post-natal care, mother and child hygiene, im-
munisation and diet have seen significant improvement in the past 6 months. The very fact 
that they are regular for the check-ups has been a morale boosting for our health efforts.  
Medicine packets to the VHWs are still being provided every month. Thorough follow-ups of 
children who are seriously ill and suffering from T.B., Epilepsy, Tumour (3 children), Thy-
roid problems and mental retardation still occur. Taking them to the concerned hospitals and 
reviewing their medication is being done. A Cervical Cancer camp was held and women from 
37 villages, over the age of 30, participated. 23 Prolapse cases were diagnosed and have been 
advised treatment. Women with other vaginal infections were given antibiotics for which 
they contributed themselves. Other serious cases were referred to the government Cancer 
Hospital (Kidwai) in Bangalore. 
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In early June we conducted a camp for the physically disabled. 52 cases, mainly children, 
were examined by specialists from the Association for the Physically Disabled from Banga-
lore. The following is the report given to us by the specialists regarding the camp.  
Total Members with disability assessed                                                 52 
Require Calipers                                                                                     27 
Require Physiotherapy                                                                           16 
Require Surgery                                                                                       4 
Require Second Opinion                                                                          5 

 
Rs 20 per head was charged for check-up which is still due to be paid to the Association. 
Among the above category, surgery costs alone would be about Rs 28,000 for the 4 cases. 
The Mahila Meetings and the CSU Meetings are discussing how best to mobilise these funds 
and requisition a part of it from ADATS. 
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